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A DECLARATION. 
of the iu5t cauſes of his «M a- 


ieſties proceeding againſt thoſe Mi- 
niſters, whoare now lying in priſon, 


attainted ofhigh treaſon. 


S his Maieſties fa- 
Sf 2p mherly care hath euer bene 
I 7 NS lo great towards his people 
fe h A and louing Subiects, as he 

& hath not onely bene care- 


; (A 
tull to gouerne them __ and xquicable 


Lawes, but hikewiſe hatheuerhad a ſpeciall 
reſpect to the true and right fern anion 
of their minds as touching all his publique 
Actions and proceedings : So for this pur- 
py he hath cuer fro tune to time by pub- 
ique Declaration and Proclamation inter- 

preted and explained toall his louing Sub- 
12s his truemtention aud finceriue of his 
meaning, that thereby his Subiects know- 
ledge othis will, and of the grounds moo- 
uing him thereunto , being ioyned totheir 

A2 duetifull 


p 

- duetifull and natural! inclmation of obedi- 
« ence, areuerent loue together with a teare 
to offend, might bee continually encreaſed 
and nouriſhed in their hearts , heir obedi- 
ence not proceeding of a naked feare, bur 
froma feare mixed and (trengrhened with 
loue for good reaſons, and founded vpon a 
ood conſcience and cleare knowledge of 

the trueth. 

And as this his Maieſties fatherly care , - 
hath euer ſince his maioritie of yeeres molt | 
clearely appeared in all the _ of his 
Highneſle gouernment in this his king- 
dome of Scotland : So now vpon that late 
occaſion of the Rebellious and traiterous 
misbchauiour of ſome particular Minifters 
within this Kingdome , his Maieſtie conti- 
nuing his former louing cuſtome towards 
his Subiects, hath thought conuenient to 
{ct outthus preſent declaration for ſatisfacti- 
on of his Highneffe Subiedts of all rankes, 
concerning his Maieſties courſe and procec- | 
dings in this caſe. ] 
 . Andbecaule he hathiuſt reaſon to con- | 
cciue;that ifany of whatſocuer eſtate or de- 


greece 
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gree of his Maieſties SubieQs bee {o vndu- 
tifull,as tro haue any ſcruple of the Iuſtice 
and necefsitie of his Highnelle proceedings 
herein,itdoeth onely proceed ot ignorance 
or miſtaking the trueth of his Highneſſe 
actions : His Maieſtie is therefore moued 
tothinke that there can be no ſogo00d and 
ſure way fortrue information of all his Sub. 
ies, as to ſet downe vnto them the true 
ſtate of the queſtion, together with all that 
hath followed and riſen thereupon, The 
miſtaking whereof (his Maieſtie doth aſſure 
himſelte ) is the onely cauſe from whence 
all cruples in ſome mens hearts (it any be ) 
doe fpring and proceed. 

His Maicthie for the three or foure laſt 
yeeres together before his departure out of 
this Kingdome , being caried with a molt 
ardent Zeale and earneſt Aﬀection to the 
aduancement of Gods glory and eftabliſh- 
ing of the Religion preſentlyprofeſt , neuer 
ſpared to vadergoein his owne moſt Royall 
and ſacred Perſon almoſt intolerable paines 
and faſhery for preuenting of all diſorders 
and cs which crept into. the 

; Az Church, 
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Church, and for ſetting downe and eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a ſolide and comely torme of 
gouernment as might be able to preſerue 
the puritie of our Profeſsion, and procure 
the eſtabliſhing of a ſolide Peace and quiet« 
neſle in the Church. And for that cauſe he 
was euer preſent at all the frequent Mee- 
tings and Aſſemblies of the Miniſterie in 
this kingdome. And it his Maicſties aftaires 
and other incident occaſions had bene ſuch 
as he could not bee able to keepe the ap- 
_ place and dyet to the which hee 
ad called the aflembly , his Highnefle did 
euer caretully prorogate and continue it, to 
ſuch other time and place as his leaſure 
might permit him to be preſent at the ſaid 
meeting. And as his Maicſtie by thoſe his 
traueils had already put this our Church in 
a good beginning and forwardneſle of a 
ood orderand frame : ſo he no way doub- 
teth, but ifhe had made any longer [tay a- 
monelt ys , he would with Gods afsiltance 
hauebrought it by this tume to a reaſonable 
and expected perfeCtion. But ſuch 1s the 
malicious enuy of the cuill diſpoſed ſort, 
| grudging 
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grudging attheprogreſle ofany good mat- 


ter, that ſome ot thole Miniſters who ever 
had bene hinderers and croſlers of that 

ood worke as tarreas they duilt, cuen in 
bis Maieſties owne preſence , conceyting 
with themſelues, that now in his Highneſle 
abſQice trom this County ( with whom 
they ſuppoſed all memory and regard both 
of Church and Common wealth had bene 
altogether forgotten and neglected ) and 
that by reaſon of the aſsignment of aday in 
the moneth of Iuly: laſt paſt, for keeping of 
an aſſembly ( betwixc the appointment 
whereof and the time it felſe, mteruened 
that moſt happy and neceſlary cauſe of his 
Highnes going into England)they thought 
a very fit occaſion was oftered tothem tor 
proſequution of theirintentions. Aud there- 
fore they endeuoured, to the vttermoſt of 
their power,to reuerſe and. ouerthrow all 
thoſe good ordersand godly Conſtirutons 
formerly concluded for keeping of good or- 
derintheir Church, And partly by fecret 
ſuggeſtion of falſe calunwies to the ſiwple 
and ignorant, and by plotting and combi- 


nation 
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nation with thoſe of more turbulent ſpirits, 
who knowing that their owne inhabilitic 
would impede them to be any way preter- 
red, made choile with the Camel to drinke 
in muddy water, and by perturbing of mat- 
ters rather to ouerthrow all good order, 
then that by ſerling of the Church-gorftrn- 
ment, the vcrtues of others, and their vices 
and imperfections ſhould be clcarely diſco- 
gaeredand diſtinguiſhed. | 

Theretore to aflure themſelues the bet- 
ter of the compalsing of this their deſleigne « 
they ſpared no time, nor left no meane vn= 
aſlayed to preoccupy mens opinions,toan- 
ticipate their votes, and to make vp aitrong 
Faction againſt the meeting ofthat aſſem- 
bly, thereby fully intending to bring the 
eſtate of this Church to a molt euident con- 
fulion and diſorder. 

Vpon ſome notice of the which miſchic- 
uous Plots and Machinations, his Maieſtie 
conſidering, that his abſence trom that tu- 


ture meeting of Aſlembly , and the. neere 


approching of the tume- appointed for kee+ 
ping thereof were embraced by thoſe tur- 
bulent 


F 
bulent ſpirits as fit opportunities and good 
occaſions oftered vnto them fo to ouer-rule 
that matter by thus prepanng and. packing 
vp of Votes beforehand , that howſocuer 
the better ſort ſhould oppoſe themlelues 
thereunto, yet they ſhould be ſure to make 
the eſtate of this Church without any rule 
at all : And therefore his moſt excellent 
Maicſtie continuing in that fatherly care 
which hee cuer canied to this Church and 
Realme, by his Highnes Letter figned with 


his owne hand, directed to the Commul- 


fioners of the generall Aſſembly , ſignified 
vnto them his ſpeciall Pleaſure and wall, 
Thatthat meeting and aſſembly appointed 
to haue beene the ſecond of Iuly now laſt 
paſt, ſhould be deſerted; and that nonew 
Indiction ſhould be made either ot day or 

lace withour his Maicſties conſent. And 
thereafter hee deſired, that ſome of the Bi- 
ſhops, and alſo ſome of the beſt, wiſelt, and 
molt religious of the Miniſtecy , ſhould 
repaire towards his Maieſtie with all con- 
uenicnt ſpeed , That his Highneſle with 
their aduice might nor onely refolue _= 

, D 


3 . 

all ſuch grounds as were fitteſt and moſt ex= 

edient tor the ſctling of the Peace ot che 
Church, but might alſo appoint ſome fir 
and conuenient day and place tor holding 
of a new Aſſembly. Vpon the receipt ot 
the which Letter, the ſaid Comnulsioners 
of the Aſlembly, by their Miſsiues directed 


vato all the Presbyteries of the Kingdone, - 


certified them of his Maic(tics pleaſure Mad 
will, concerning the deſerting of that Met- 
ting; Willing them chat they ſhould not in 
any cale ſend their Commulsioners to keep 
that day formerly appomted, and now by 
his Maieſties warrantdeſerted,butthat they 
ſhould expect the appointing ofa new day 
and place tor keeping of an Aſlembly. Bur 
ſo farre were ſome of the Miniſterie from 
making any accompt of his Maieſties dire- 
&tions a thing molt derteſtable 11 any ſub- 
iet, much more in any of the Miniſterie, 
akuab Doctrine, Life, and whole Actions 
ought to be Lanternes to others of all duti- 
tull obedience to their Prince)as by the con- 
trary, in plaine contem tthereot, molt ſe- 
— they i——_— at Aberdene. And 

| being 
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being guiltie ro themſclues of their owne 


inhabilitie, vaworthineſle, and ſmall gittes, 
conioyned with a bad inclination, they be- 
ng in deſpaire that in doing good they 
ſhould euer become memorable, and ouer- 
ruled with a burning deſire of yaine glory, 
relolued by ouerthrowing the gouernment 
of this Church, and by wducing all difor- 
der thereinto, to make themlſelues (ar lealt 
for their euxl) famous with that ſometime 
burner ot the Temple at Epheſus. And how- 
ſoeuer the aduerulement of his Maicſties 
Pleaſure and will for the delerting of the 
ſaid Aſſembly ſent by the Commilsioners, 
was dutitully receiued and willingly obey- 
ed by the whole Presbvterics almoſt of this 
Kingdome; Yet ſome tewe Miniſters (not 
exceeding the number of eighteene or nin- 
teene perſons at molt, ouer-ruling the reſt of 
their poore brethren of their eight or nine 
ſeuerall Presbyteries, ouer whome, by rea» 


- fon of their ſaid brethrens ſimplicitie, and 


their owne craftineſle, they had gotin time 
palt very much aduantage, & had them in 


amanner tyed to their girdles to conſent to _ 
B z any 


Iv 
any m_ whatſocuer) ſo brought it to 


paſle, as by their procurement, the Decla- 
ration of his Mueſtics pleaſure was con- 
temued, and they themſclues choſen Com- 
miſsioners to that Mecting, which by his 

Highnelle commandement was deſerted, 
And ee of his Maictties Counlell tea- 
ring that the preſumption of theſe tewe 
(howlſocuer in words proteſsing,yet in their 
deedes directly impugning his Maicſtes 
Authority Royall, vader a coloured pretext 
of their zeale to Religion, which alas is now 
molt deteſtably abuſed as an ordinarie co- 
uer and exculc for euery treaſon and tre(- 
paſle) thus conuening without regard ot his 
Maieſtics command madeto the contrary, 
might be a dangerous preparatiue to the 
whole Eſtate, confidering that thoſe who 
ſhould be the teachers of others, were now 
becomethe onely violators of their obedi- 
ence to their moſt gracious and religious 
Souereigne : Therefore. wee directed Sir 
Alexander Strayton of Lawrenfton Knight to 
the ſaid Borough of Aberdene, with ſpeciall 
warrant and commandement to protubue 
| and 
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and diſcharge that fewe number of Mint 


ſters from conuening at all; and alſo by a 
ſpeciall Miſsue written vato them, wee hig- 
nified his Maieſties pleaſure concerning the 
deſerting of that Diet. Notwithſtanding 
the publication of which chacge atthe Mar- 
ket Crotle of Aberdene the day betore their 


meeting, they being all in Towne, and of 
the delueric of our Letter ; the next day 


thereatter they being all conuened , were ſo 
tarce trom carying any reſpect to the charge 
which was directed and -executed in his 
Maicſties name, or to the Mibiue ſent from 
vs,or to the bearer being his Maicſhes Com- 
miſsioner in Church aftaires ; as the firſt be- 
ing contemneddirectly, the Letter was ſu- 
perficially anſwered, and the bearer (whoſe 
preſence at all their doings was ordinarily 
moſt ueceſlarie ) was neuertheleſle at this 
time excluded toorth of dores all the time 
of their keeping thar Aſſembly till the end 
thereot. 

A particular relation of all which circum- 
ſtances being faithfully made to his Maic- 
ſie, bus Highneſle tooke occaſion with his 
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owne hand to pen a Declaration, whereby 
not onely all pretext of excuſe or detence 
| which may be pretended by thele Minilters 
is clearely refuted, butalſo their proud con- 
| tempt and diſobedience is made ſo mani- 
teſt,as we do fully aſlure our ſclues,no (cru. 
ple ot doubt will remaine with any whois 


not peruerlly preoccupyed to diſtrult all 


veriue, 
The Declaration wee haue preſumed to 
inſert in this place, as it came from his Ma- 


icltic himſelte, and 1s this. 
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Ecauſe this oruly handfull of Miniſters 
that made the faſhion of keeping of this 
pretended Aſ$emblie, together with thew 


Aſſociates and Allywers, do jo o much brag ge of 


the equitie of their cauſe,and wilfully maintaine 
that the growid of their proceedings was moit 
inſt and neceſsarie,and if any errour was there- 
in, it was onely in forme, Which proceeded out 
of neceſ{tie_, , m reſpett of the onlawfull res 
ftraint of their liberty,as they alledge : we haue 
herefore thought good to ſet downe mo#t /ucs 
cinttly and ſhortly the vine Anatonue of their 
ations, and the true ſtate of their cauſe ; to the 
intent that power being toyned to reaſon ( as 65 


uer hath bene our conſtant forme of proceeding ) 
in all our 2onernment , their nakedneſſe bems 


truely diſcouered, the due puniſhment to be in- 
flifted pon them may the better appeare in 
their owne co/our as well as their tranſereſsion. 
And therefore whereas they brag ge of warrant 
of conſcience, warrant of lawe , thedue obſer. 
uation of their owne cuſtomes and liberties, and 


the reſþe&t of the weale of the ( burch, as the 
true 
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14 
true Motines of this their -onruly and ſeditious 
contempt; The contrary of all theſe ſhall bee 
made clearely to appeare_. 

And firft for warrant of conſcience... for 
their generall AſSemblie, which they terme the 
Counſell of God , in the Who/e olde Teſtament 
they will not claime to any warrant. of a genes 
rall AfJemblie ; And in the Whole ne'we Teſta- 
ment they can alleage no warrant for generall 
Aſſemblies,but that conuention of the Apoſtles 
at leruſalem mentioned in the AFts of Apoſtles, 
Which indeed Was an coninerſall counſel of the 
Whole ( hurch, and no wayes like to a particus 
lar Scots general Aſſemblie : and therefore they 
mu#l leane the Scripture, and haue recourſe to 
the example of the Primitiue ( burch for ware 
rant of particular National Counſels, To which 
Warrant we are aſſured that they will be aſhas 
med to claime, in regard many Rites and ( ere- 
monies, ſuch as Veſtiments, ( roſſe and ( onfirs 
wation, Will bee found in the ſame Primitine 
Church Which they do cotterly abhorre_,.. And 
ſence the Emperours (how ſoone they became_ 
Chriſtians ) had the onely ondoubted authoritie 
im their perſons of conuening generall Counſels, 


Þhich , 
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Which neuer Was taken from them While the 
Pope aſcended to the height of his abominatis 
ons ; how much leſSe ought that authaxitie bee 
denied toa Chriſtian Monarch in the aſſembs 
ling of a National Conncell of his owne Subs 
ieets, who bath farre greater and inſter Domi- 
nion ouer his owne people, then any oſurping 
Emperor could claime ouer the face of the whole 
Earth * Aud if they will alleadge the new pureſt 
Writers of our dayes, profeſſours of our Religjs 
on, That by their miſsiue Letter both to the 
Prince, and State of the Church of Scotland, 
they haue Wiſhed the —_ of frequent 4ſ- 
femblies m that Countrey ( but alwayes by the 
kings permiſſion ) as a meane Whereby both dos 
FArrme and diſcipline might be maintained withe 
ont diſturbance, and much good thereby procu- 
redin the Church of God; yet theſe very argue 
ments of theirs doe declare, that they onely pers 
ſwade ut by Way of aduiſe 4s a thing very conue« 
nient,and did not ſet it downe as arule of neceſs 
fitie and an infallible law. 

Next as to the warrant of our Law inthat 
kingdom, It is firſt to be generally obſerued,that 
no priauledge that ay Kinggines ta one particu 

lar 


16 


lar body or ſtate within the kingdome of conue- 
ning & conſulting among themſelues ts to be vn« 
derſtood to bee Pruuatiue giuen onto them, and 
fo the King therby depriumg himſelfe of bis own 
power ard prerogatine , but onely to be giuen 
Cumulatiue vnto them(as the Lawyers call t) 
Without any way denuding the King of his owne 
power and authority, As for an inſtance(Wwhich 
hath bene too frequent in all this Ile _ 'YEeres 
pa#t, ſauing the pleaſure of God) Euery Burgh 
Regall haue their owne times of publike mer- 
cates allowed ynto them by the Law , and the 
Kings privilege: but or the pla happe ned 
in any of theſe townes, did not we by proclama- 
tion diſcharge the holding of the mercate at that 
time for feare of infeftion, andyet thereby did 
10 preiudice to their priwledoes, nether did any 
of them ineptly murmnre, much leſſe enter into 
that high contempt 4s to ſay they Would obey the 
Kings Lawes in keeping their priuiledges, and 
not the particular reſtraint thereof at that time 
for neceſſary cauſes * 
And as tothe nature of their particular pris 
uiledge in holding of aſſemblies , they haue in 
this their laft pretended Aſſembly broken the 


limitations 
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|  limitationsof that prinuledge that is clearely ſet 
downe in the firft Atte of the Parliament, in 
the 92..yeere, which i the lateſt and cleareit 
warrant for their Aſſemblie. For there it is ſþe- 
cially prouided , That as wee giue them licence 
for bolding of their AſSemblies once in the yeere 
or ofter as occaſion ſhall require, (Which prom 
that all their power onely proceeds from -vs 
Somuſt it not bee conuened Without our owne 
preſence or then of our ( ommiſ$oner, nor no , 
day nor place ſet downe for the next Aſſemblie 
but by Our or our ( ommiſ$toners appoyntment, 
except we bee not pleaſed neither to goe in our 
oWne perſon, neither to ſend any for aſ$iſting the 
ſayd Aſſembly. And how theſe limitations haue 
bene obſerued by them at this time Jet the world 
iudge, firſt in not onely refuſing the preſence of 
our CommiſSioner , but moiſt contemptuouſly 
} and iniurioufly barring the doore cypon him, 
and next inſetting downe the dyet of the next 
Aſſembly , without either his priuitie or con- 

ent. 

f And as to the third point of their inſtifying 
themſelues by the warrant of the conſtitution 65: 


cuftome of their owne Church, we would know 
| ( 2 That 
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what warrant they haue for holding of a new 
aſsembly without the preſence either of the mo. 
derator of the la#t, or of the ordinarie clarke of 
the aſſembly; The. Clark ſpecially at that mſtant 
being dwelling m the ſame towne Where they 
conuened . For their cuſtome hath euer bene, 
that the moderator ſhould call for all the ('om- 
miſSioners name by name , ſhould ſee their come 
miſSons fro their Presbyterie ſhould giue them 
» the lytis for eleftion of a newe moderator , and 
make their names ( the parties being remoned ) 
freely to be voted among them ; but firſt of all 
the moderator ought to preach vnto them , and 
out of the word of God teach them their duetie 
at that meeting . But as this their pretended 
Aſsembly was kept in contempt of our autho« 
ritie royall : So had it ( prayfed be God ) no bes 
ginning at the word of God , without the which 
order in their proceeding, we would know what | 
might let as many ſundrie generall Aſſemblies 
to be conuened at one time in diuerſe places of 
that countrey, as there are ſeuerall numbers of 
ninteene mimiſters through the countrey : And 
fo there ſhould be at one inſtant farre moe ge» 
nerall Aſſemblies in Scotland one again#t anos 
ther, 
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ther, then — = es m 018 time in 
our aduerſarie (bur (burch . And if they would al 
ledge that the ſtraitnefſe _ ewll dayes 
( Þherein they live ): them to ont die 
uerſe of their auncient and-lowable cuſlones; 
that cannot but imply a direFt accuſation of our 
tyrannie , for Which this anſwere may ſuffice, 
That befides aw” kndWwen-ſinceritiemn, religion 
and conſtant lone to do Inflice to all our people : 
They can nener alledge that they did ſo much as 
to ſend apetition either to aur ſelfe, or.in reſpett 
of our abfence tour ( ounſell-there,y fad. perr 
miſſ.on of this Aſſembly . For whereas they at. 
ledge that this day was continued by vs and the 
CommiſSioners of the. ( hurch without 
anew dyet;we thinks the leaf they cawld aye 
done, had bene humbly to hake'\craued the ape 
pointing of a new dyet,and patiently to haue ex» 
petted either owran/were or aj 
upon, rather ther by: this their outrageons <0 
tempt to bane proclamed either our Toniult per- 
fecution of them , or elſe ( which is the, truth) 
their arrogant and ſediteares diſobedience; | 

And laſtly, how carefully they jeſpebledrbe 
Teale of their Church in this courſe, it is manie 
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feſt rothe wovid: Firſt, by needleſſe irritating 
avainſt them their ancient ,lawfull,religious and 
moſt merrifull King , whereas they might haue 
rom#'to their oWneend by their mild behautwur 
ani drie"obeditnce:; And next by making 4s 
needleſſe a ſeparation betwixt all the reſt of 
their learned , wiſe , grave and duetifull bre 

thren, and them , who'for their parts are in 
this caſe according to their qualitie as farre 
lightlied and diſgraced by them, as we are diſc 
beyed. Anithirdly; by bringmg on a. publike 
ſcandali hereby-vpon therr profeſſion, as rebel- 
lious to ſa religious and inſt a King, whereby 
the aduerſaries of our religion ( who like roa- 
ring Lyons goe about to watch ſuch opportunt- 

ties) may full their new bookes and pamphlets 
with ſuch ſcandalous memorials againſt our re- 
lipion. And laflly, what charitie they haue by 
ro thibohiningy Oſed towards their puri- 
tane brethren in this countrey , they t hem- 
ſelues may eaſily geſſe, hauing by thus theircon- 
tempt done nothing elſe, but animated and ſpur- 
red vs to the ſtraiter animaduerſion and order 
"taking with them ; left otherwiſe, as they are 
both fauourers of one diſcipline , ſo they may 
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ome day by. their: example. ( if they bad. aq 
pune> abr of their like difabts 
dience and contempt of our authoritie. 


Ow leaunng 1t.to eyery one-to 
| ſerue both the Pauence and Piette 
of a molt pudlant Prince; His Pati- 
ence, that after Ld a contempt com- 
mitted by ſo meane, baſe , audabreet per+ 
ſons, who were neuer any- Way remarkable 
as men of grear-gitts , but were ſpecial 
noted of w. ns. rr rr 
mous , it by uo other meanes,yetatlcaſt by 
their troubling and ouerturning of mat- 
ters: Andalchough his Maicſtie had moſt 
uſt cauſe: of offence againſt ſoate of them 
for their great overſight wi formernme,and 
that others of them had moſt vndutifully m 
that ſame action made breach of ſomepro- 
mules made by them vnrequired, to lnsMa- 
ieſtie himſclte very fewe moneths before: 
Yet ſo ſaperabundant was his lenitie and 
payicnce towards them , that afterthe com- 
nutting of the contempt, they: were not 
comnutted preſently , but ſuffered to ſtate 


at 


= 
at home atitheir owne houles: neither were 
thoy'preſemly broughr'ro their anfwere; 
but his Mateſtie molt patiently in hope ot 
their repentance was pleaſed a long time to 
faperlede the 'ordinane 'courle ot Iaw-a- 
gauiſt them. And herewnhall his Mazeſtigs 
Pictie doth molt cleerely ſhine, that beeing 
euen ſince. his infancie a molt gratious 
nurſe-father ot the Religion profeſled, and 
protecorof the profeſſors , but ſpecially of 
the Teachers of the ſame; And notwith- 
ng thatthe contempt committed was 
fo hamous;as by the ordinarie courſe of Iu- 
ſlice, his Maieſttemight preſently haue bin 
aucnged of thoſe diſdainers ofhis Authori- 
tic-and Royall commandements : yet fo 
farre was his Maieftic'ftrom any. rigorous 
procceding againſt them , as by the contra- 
rie,to the intentto recall them backe, who 
wete now ſo farre aſtray out ofthe path- 
way. of| obedience, (a moſt pittitull , yea a 
molt abominable thing in a Miniſter ) it 
pleaſed hisfacred Maicitie moſt gratiouſly 
of hinfelteto ſerdownethat tormer Decla- 
ration, that vpon. the view-thereof, theſe 
| Mini- 
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Miniſters might ſee their offence, conteſle 
their guiltincl{c,and craue pardon, Where- 
in howſocuer ſome of them were cuer all 
their life , aud likewiſe at this tume ſo ram- 
—_ they could not be recalled by a- 
ny lure ; yet were fixe or ſcuen of that 
number ot nineteene which firft conuened, 
ſo moued and touched with that open Diſ- 
couerie made by that Declarator,ot their 0- 
ucrſight,as in all humiliti before the Lords 
of his Maicſtics Coyucell then preſent, pro- 
teſting their great ſorrow for thei oftence, 
exculiug themſelues ypon their ignorance, 
and purging themſelues ofall wiltulneſle in 
that ation , they beſought their Lordſhi 
to bee mediators at his Maieſtes hands for 
a pardon to them. Who preſently ypon: 
their humble ſubmiſsion (according as his 
Maieſtie had beene pleaſed: to fignifie his 
willand minde ta his Councell) were diſ- 
milſed,and ſent home to their houſes to at- 
tend their charge and miniſterie ouer their 
owne flockes. So farre was his Maicſties 
heart from mtending any rigour againſt any 
of that Profeſion , as by the contrarie , BY 
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his Maieſtics preſent pardoning of thenr 
ypon their ſubmiſsjon, it doeth maniteſtly 
appeare that his Highnefle was tarremore 
willing and readic to embrace their peni- 
tence with clemencie, then they could bee 
capable ro deſerue the ſame ; imitatin 
herem his great King the king ot all kings, 
who neuer defireth thedeath , but the a- 
mendment of the b6nner, And yer ismoſt 
true, that thoſe ſo diſmifled vypon their 
humble ſfubmiſsion and repentance , were 
men of noleſle giits, but of tarre greater fin- 
ceritie,knowen good lite and conuerſation, 
and nothing interior to'thoſe others which 
remaine ſtil] obſtinate , but in vynquietneſle 
of ſpirit, hautineſſe ofminde , and defire of 
breaking the Peace ofthe Church. Bur be- 
fore any further bee touched of their con- 
uenting before any Iudge, or that any rela- 
tion bee made how by their pertinacie of 
maintauing the firſt taulr ( beeing a moſt 
prefumptuous riot) they camenext withm 
the compaſle of no lefle offence then Frea- 
fon : itisnot ynmeete that the very point 
of their, firſt crime , for which they were 
brought 
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brought in queſtion, to anſwere before his 
Mate(ttes Counſel, were cleerely ſet downe, 
as well to refute thoſe vaine Fs danvrats of 
excuſes and pretexts they make for theit 
obſtinacie, .asto remoouetrom the godly, 
religious , and well-difpoſed' Subiects'; all 
ſcruple ot any ſuch matter whereof thoſe 
mamiſters and their fauorites-by lying ru- 
mors would ſowe the ſeedes amongſt the 
ſunple ſort,whom they very well know,and 
wee often finde to be too credulousof euery 
falſe report. (ET 104255 

As therefore the keeping of a general 
Aſſembly was not the matter in queſtion: 
fo is it of veritie,that by this accuſation a- 
gainſt theſe diſobedient miniſters, there was 
nothing laid to their charge concerning the 
lawfulneſſe or vnlawtulneſie of a generall 
Aſſembly , nor yet of the-power and limits 
thercof; but that they had vnlawfully made 
a priuie Conuenticle, not onely directly re- 
pugnant and againſt his Maieſtie and 
Counſels charges and direction ; but cuen 
as wellagainſt the contiuall cuſtome and - 


practiſe of the Churchzas theirpreſcnt con- 
D 2 ſent 
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ſent which was well witneſſed by all the 
Presbyreries abſtaining tromdireching 
Commulsioners nes fauing that ram;/w/ 
number of Presbyteries i. recited, 
whereof they were the Commuls1oners,for 
theynot yi difobeyed his Maieſties Au- 
thoritie, who nd diſcharged that time and 

place of mectings, but cuen the will and di- 
Tio of their owne Church, whoſe difaf- 
ſcnting to their proceeding , was not onely 
magifelted by the Commiſsioners of the 
generall Aſsmblics letter ,ccrtitying allthe 
Presbyterics of the deſerting of the taid A(- 
ſembly,but alſo the Church did by their not 
ſending of Commilsioners to that diet, 
cleercly demonſtrate their obedient ac- 
knowledgement aud acquicſcing to his 
Maicſties wilin that behalf. of whoſe POW- 
erand lawfull Authornic m appointing or 
contianing the times and places of m 
of Aſlembhes they neuer doubted , becing 
fo often practi d , (as is already rchear- 
{cd) ww his Mlaicles owne perſon, and de- 


_ to be his pr © = that ſame 
of Plams-by "what they arc 
warratt- 
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watranted to keepe the aide Aſſemblies. 
Aud ifthoſe Minilters who Rand fo obſtt- 
nate in defence ot th'allembly ( which they 


mult confeſle hath onely warrant from that 


Statute ma 92.) would confider how farre 
the Prince may _ of the meetingsof 
the Parliament it ſelte, as either to pralopg, 
haſten or deſert the! meeting, thereof; and 
beeing, cohiencd; may» GWnlle the-fame 
without doing any thing ay therem 
What toohſh prerogatiue luperemi- 
nence. 8 this ( tecing they mutt.oeedes ac- 
knowledge them{clues: wbalterne ): which 
they would clame abouethemolt ſapreme, 
high & Honourable mecung of'the whole 
Kmgdome? except it be, as ſomany Popes 
in the owne conceit , they wauld excraps = 
themſelues altogether from: all. Szculart 
power. And othe particular cauſe wheres 
upon-theſe Miniſters were|conucnted. bes 
forevs,was norhung el(c, butthat theymoft 
feditiouſly, contemptuouſly , and in plaine 
diſdaine of his. Maicſties Princely com- 
mandements and audtority yRoyabdidcon- 
ene theraſelucs in -a pruy. canucntacle, 
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which they weonging not onely his: Ma- 
teſtic but the Church,as is already declared) 
prowdly,ſeditiouſly,and mott talſly termed 
and maintaine to. bee-agenerall aſſembly, 
notwithitauding of tus Highneſic pleaſure 
and will ſignified to them'and their Presby- 
reries by miſsues from the Commilsionets 
of the generall aflembly, that-themeeri 
are ar in: Aberdene Rhoukd defer; Ang 
notwithſtandingotthe protubition-by pub- 
lique Proclamation at the: Mercare crofle of 
#14" TY Lener ſent vato them 
by rhe {aid Sir Mexander Strayton. 

And how valawtul and yaducritull their 
pretended exculcs are, being grounded as 
they alledge,!'vpon: the feare which they 
conceiued ofthe-{uppreſxing of theiraſſem- 
blies, and ouerthrow of their diſcipline by 
thedeſcrting of that aſſembly once ap in- 
ted, lerthe world wdge;fincenotonely his 
Maieſties zeale and carei:for the, mainte- 
nance of the Religion is well knowen to all 
men, bur euen an ſpetiall chis great loue 
tothis people, innot intending tolay.vpon 
themany new formes or ceremonieszis well 

mani- 
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maniteſted' of late y-by that-Peodamatiori 
which his Maieſtie hath cauſed to'be pubs 
liſhed tor clearing! of all fuch doubts out of 
his peoples heart + "The tenor Whoreof 
followeth. IN LIL 21h) | 


zz Hereas we have ceuer ſince it 
WW95 pleaſed God to eftabliſh os in 
| /2= the Imperiall Crowne "of great 

— Britaine, equally regarded the 
good of both the late Kingdomes of Scotland 
and England, now happily -onited m our royall 
perſon in one Monarchie,euer minding tomain- 
taine and continue the good and lowable cu- 


flomes and Lawes whereby each of them hath 


bene theſe many ages ſo worthily youerned : ne» 
uertheleſſe ſome malitious ſpirits , enemies to 
that common tranquillitie ſo much deſired by 
os ( forgettiny the many proofes both publique 
and priuate , which Wwe haue giuen of that our 
gratious affeftion to that our natine and ancis 
ent countrey of North Britaine, of the frees 
dome , libertie and priuiledges whereof we hane 
at all occaſions taken 7 a patrociny, as 


the ſolemne aſSemblies of the Eitates of South- 
Britaine, 


Zo 
Britaine and Commuſdioners from the Eftates 
of both K nigdomes baue-bene eye witneſſes ) 
bane not bene aſhamed to labour to peruert the 
minds of our veſt affefted Subjects , That 
Whereas the inſolent and fattious cariage of 
ſome of them hath merited mot ſeuere ani- 
maduerſion , they would inſinuate themſelues in 
the commuſeration of the mnltitude , by aſſu» 
ming onto them & yloriows profeſſion of the 
maintayning of the Prinilede es and ie 

Di Diſcipline > mtended by cvs "( as they ofirme) 
to be Utterly ouerthrowne by a ſuddaine and 
conſeaſonable laying pon them at this fs 
the Rites , (roneier, and Whole Eccleſuaſti« 
call order eftabliſhed i in the ( burch of this part 
of our Kingdome of Britaine. And as we | 

ener carefully regarded how counenient it 
is to maintaine euery (omntrey 7 in that forme 
of gouernment Which « fitte$t and can beſt a- 
gree with the conſtitution thereof, and how dans 
gerous alterations are without good aduice and 
mature deliberation,and that euen in matters of 
order of the Church , in ſome ſmall lands one 
der our Dominions, we haue abſtained from 
ſuffering any alteration : So doubt we not, but 


our 
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019200d Subietts will newer be that credulows 
contrary to the knowen trueth, which hath ener 
appeared clearely in all our Aftions, as to bee in 
any doubt, but as in all our proccedmgs we haue 
bene a Patrone of Religion and Iuſtice, ( twa 
inſeparable conſeruers of all Monarchies, ) So 
bath all our fludy and care ener bene toretrench 
and reforme all courſes that caried any. preius 
dice to that integritie whercat Wee haue ener 
aymed , and as by ſa many good Lawes ſet forth 
in our gouernment , Iuſtice hath attained to au- 
other perfeFtion and ſplendor , then it had in as 
ny our predeceſſours tames , and with pamefull 
and onpleaſant buſmeſſe, we baue in the diſci- 
pline of the ( burch taken away innumerable 
abuſes and corruptions , which if they had not 
bene remedied, had brought the puritie of Re- 
ligion in extreeme danger. Net Wee hope that 
none dare be ſo impudent as to affirme that by 
our Soueraigne power , or abſolute commande« 
ment wee did the ſame ( although wee emoyed 
our auFtoritie as freely as any King or Mo- 
narch of the world ) but as the diſeaſe of the 
( mill body was ever cured by the aduice of our 


three Eſtates , So the defeFts of the Church by 
E the 
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the helpe and connſell-of thoſe who had greateſt 
intereſt m them, So as the preſumption of our 
by-gone ations i our adminiſtration, whiles 
we weve preſent , the proofe of our fatherly care 
towards that part of our Kingdome ſince our 
reſidence here , may bee ſufficient to ſecure vs 
arzain#t all ſuch malitious calummiations. And 
how euer i rule of pollicie wee cannot but iudge 
it convenient that two Eſtates ſo nſeparably 
conioyned, ſhould be drawen to as great confore 
mitie inall thmgs as the good of both may per- 
mit ; And that no Monarchy either in ( twll or 
Eccleſraſticall pollicie hath yet attained to that 
perfettion, that it need; no reformation, or that 
mfinite occaſions may not ariſe whereupon wiſe 
Princes will foreſee for the benefit of their 
States uſt cauſe of alteration : Net are wee and 
haue euer bene reſolued , not to make any ſud- 
daine or haſly change in the gouernment of that 
part of our Kmodome._, ether Ciuill or Eccles 


fraſticall , but with graue aduice and conſent of 


our Eflates, and the Wiſeſt and beſt ſort of them 
whom it moſt properly concerns, much leſſe to 
trouble them with any -onneceſſary alteration 
of different and Ceremonial matters, and that 

vpon 
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-opon ſuch foreſeene aduantages , and prenentis 
on of confuſion and enill to come, as the greateſt 
enemies of all Peace_,obedience to Princes,and 
order in all gouernments ſhall not obtrude any 
mconuenient to the contrary. And as by Gods 
holy aſ9iſtance, we haue drawen that part of our 
Kinedome out of infinite troubles , faftions, 
and cruell barbarities , and reduced the vtter- 
mo#t borders and confines thereof to Gods obe« 
dience , and acknowledzins of our Lawes ; (an 
Eſtate neuer heard of before. , ſince this land 
hath bene inhabited ) Soby the ſame diuine_ 
prouidence and our fatherly care ouer the whole 
Hand, we intend to jranſmit the ſame in good 
order, happy quietneſſe, and flouriſhing pollicie 
to that poiteritie wherewith God hath bleſSed 
vs, and after them to the worlds end ; Like as 
for the more cozrification of our Honourable 
intention, and to flop the mouthes of theſe -on- 
quiet ſpirits , rayſors of that falſe ſcandall of al- 
teration, We haue appointcd a generall aſsembly 
to be holden at Dundee the laſt Tueſday of Ins 
ly, whereat we expett reparation of thoſe diſors 
ders in /o farre as belongeth to their cenſure... 
; z 


3+ 
and to bce freed mn time comming of all ſuch 
calummes. 
Giuen at our Four of Hampton Court 
the xxVj. day of September 1605. yeeres, 
In the third yeere of our raigne of Great 
Bricaine , France and [reland. 


Frer the publication and imprinting 
of which Proclamation toc uidiction 
of a new aſſembly, It being (hill ho- 
ped by vs that thoſe Miniſters remayning 
in Ward , vpon the fight of their owne 
oftences , with |repentance for the ſame, 
ſhould humbly haue beſought his Maieſtie 
for pardon z.yet did their obſtinacic ſtil] 
continue ,-uſtitying all their proceedings, 
as if they had commirred no crime at all. 
Whereupon wee of his Maieſties Counſell, 
fearing x imputation of ynduetitull and 
vndiligent ſeruants , it by this our procraſti- 
nation ( vpon vaine hopes ) of the triall of 
their offence, wee ſhould leaue it vnider the 
hazard of euery ones cenſure to be iudged 
by the multitude , according as their Partt- 
cuar conceits ſhould lead them ; It was 
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therefore thought meete to call them to 
their anſwere betore vs , for that their moſt 
ſeditious , proud and contemptuous difo- 
bedience to his Maieſhes commandement 
and prohibition. Being called vpon and 
all preſent, andenquired whart defence they 
would make for themſelues,either to wſtify 
or excuſe that their intollerable riot and 
contempr  firlt by (| peach, and then by writ 
they gaue in the declinator following , as 
diſclayming themſelues altogether trom 
any ſubiection to Iis Maicſhe , and his, 
Counſell, making all their aftions of what- 
ſoeuer ſort ( by their owne interpretation) 
to be meere Spirituall, and thattheir mee- 
ting the ſecond of Tuly laſt at theBorough 
of Aberdene_ , was ſuch an eflentiall Ecclet1- 
aſticall matter , warranted by Gods word, 
that therein they did no oftence. And if 
any they had done, the Countell ot any ſe- 
cular Prince wasno way to iwudge them, but 
their owne aflembly. A moſt lewd & vaine 
poſition; Itbeeing a certaine and infallible 
Maxime in the Law,that their anſwer could 
not exceed the limits of the Libell and ac- 
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cuſation : And therefore they being onely 
accuſed atthat time for ſuch a priuate and 
vnlawtull miſdemeanour ; their declinator 
could not but diretly deny his Maicſties 
auctoritie in that particular point. Where- 
of we haue likewiſe ſer downe the tenour. 


,your Lordſhips , The approbation or 
diſallowance of a generall Aſſembly, 

hath bene , and ſhould bee a matter and cauſe 
Spirituall,and alwayes cognoſced and iudged by 
the Church , as Iudges competent Within this 
Realme_. And ſeeing wee are called before 
your Lordſhips to heare and ſee it be found and 
declared , That wee haue-very contemptuouſly 
and ſeditiouſly conuened and aſſembled our 
ſelues in agenerall AſSembly at Abeirdein the 
fir#t Tewſday of Iuly laſt , and therefore the 
ſaid AſSembly , and| approbation thereof decer- 
ned and declared tobee onlawfull, as at more 
length is conteined jn the ſummonds executed 
againſt -vs thereanent, We in conſideration of 
the premiſſes , and other reaſons to be giuen by 
vs, baue inſt cauſe to decline your Lordſhips 
tmdges 
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iudgement , 4s no wayes competent in the cauſe 
aboue ſpecified. And by theſe preſents we ſim- 
pliciter decline the ſame, Seeing wee are moſt 
willing to ſubmit our ſelues to the triall of the 
generall AſSembly onely Iudge competent. By 
theſe preſents Subſcribed with our handes as 
followeth, At Edinburgh the 24. day of Ofto- 
ber,the yezre of God 1605 yeeres, Sic ſubſcri- 
bitur:ALlohn Forbes,M. lohn Welſche,M, 
Ion Monro, M. Androe Duncane, M Alex- 
ander Stranchane,M. Iames Greig, M.Wil- 
liam Forbes, M.Robert Yongſton, M:Na- 
than Inglis, M. Charles Ferme, M. Iamss 
Irwing, M. lohn Scharp, M. Robert Durie, 


lohn Roſle. 


His Declmator being repelled, and 
they hauing vied ſome other triuo- 
lous defences with more loſfle of 
une then vuering of any matter, atlaſt 
all being repelled, they were tound to haue 
conuened moſt vnlawfully contrary to his 
Maieſties warrant and charge giuento-the 
contrary. And Tram A. to their (e« 
uerall priſons, vpon aduertiſemeut giuen to 


his 
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his Maieſtie of the whole proceedings in 
that Proceſle before rhe Counſell, and of 
that proud preſumption of thoſe miniſters 
in propounding the ſaid Declinator, with- 
out any reſpe<t rothat Acte of Parliament 
made in Mai 15 8.4. or any paine which 
they incurred by doing therof (which was, 
Thar any perſons exher Spirituall or Tem+ 
porallpreluming to decline the Iudgement 
of his Maieſtie and his Counſell in any mat- 
ter whatſoeuer, ſhall incurre the pame of 
Treaſon ) therefore his Maieſtie preſent] 
ſcat his Royall direction to his Counlell, 
that the ordinary courle of Iuſtice accor- 
ding to the Lavyes of this his Highnetle 
Realme, ſhould proccede againſt thoſe mi- 
niſters, who by |the propounding of that 
Declmature had made a plaine denyall ct 
their ſubiection to his Maieſtie , and of his 
Royall power anfl Authoritic ouer them. 
Whereupon fixe of them being then in pri- 
ſon within the Caſtle of Black-neſſe, were 

nthetenth of Ianuarie laſt brought to 
his Maieſties Borough of Lynlitherw, and 


there preſented ypon panel before his High- 
nelle 
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neſle Iuſtice being the ordinarie [ of all 
matters memes | who had Rn him 
a greatnumber of Noblemen and others of 
tis Maieſties Counſell by his Highneſle 
Commulsion to alvilt the ſaid Iuſtice in that 
matter. And their Inditement being groun- 
ded vypon that firſt Statute — in Maj 
158 4. and vpon that their preſli 
Fact in declining the Counſels i 
when they were firſt broughtto ther an- 
twere, they were then demanded what they | 
could {ay tor themſelues before the matter 
ſhould paſſe to the tryall of a Iuric. And 
notwithſtanding that ſome of their owne 
brethren,vpon carneſt requeſt to theCoun- 
fell hauing obtained Licence & pernuſsion 
to conferre with them and perſwade them 
to an humble fubmiſsion and penitence; 
as likewiſe that their two principall Procu- 
rators and Counſellors at Law not being a» 
ble to perſwade them to this ſame courſe of 
humility wherein they deale with them car- 
neltly, did ypon ther obftinacie direttlyre- 
fuſe to pleade for them;and laftly norwith- 
ſanding that they were publikely admo- 

EF niſhed 
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niſhed by the Iudge the very tame of their 
ſtanding at the Barre, that putting oft that 
maske ot wiltulnefle (the onely thing which 
ſo blinded chem from fight of their owne 
follies) they would humbly craue his Maic- 
ſties pardon , of whoſe great Clemencie, in 
caſe of their {ubmiſ$ion , all that were pre- 
ſent;had very great hopes and vttered great 
allurances: Yer ſuch was their malignant 
and indurate'ob{tinacie, as hardening their 
hearts againſtall theſe publicke and priuate 
r{waſtons and admonitons, they wiltul- 

|y perſited in wſtitying their Actions ; Ha- 
uiag ſtil] che aſsiltauce of ſo many Counſlel- 
lours at Law as would ſtay with them : and 
the only thing] they could allecige tor them- 
ſelues why they ſhould not go to the tryall 
of an Afbiſe, was, that the 1aid Statute of 
Maj 1 5 8 4. wasthereafter mterpreted and 
lmtted by a particular clauſe ot a Scatute 
made in 15 92. wherein it 1s declared that 
the ſaid Act made in 1 5 8 4. againſt the de- 
clyning of the Counſels iudgement,ſhall no 
way be pretudiciall nor derogate any thing 
tothe prigiledges which God hath giuen ro 
| | 4 
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the Spirituall office- bearers in the Church, 
concerning heads of Religion, matters of 
Hereſie,Excommunication,collation or de- 
riuation of Manitters, or any ſuch like eſ- 
tentiall Cenſures, ſpecially grounded, and 
hauing the warrant of the word of God. 
And herein they doe alleadge that their 
meeting at thattimein Aberdene being an 
eflentiall cenſure,warranted by Gods word, 
they might lawtully decline the Counſels 
audgement from taking cognition therein, 
Whereunto it was anſwered by his Ma« 
ieſties Aduocate of that his Highnes King- 
dome, That that their defence was to be 
repelled, becauſe the keeping of an Aſſem- 
bly ata certaine time and place,and the ap- 
pointing of another afſlembly of new, con» 
trary to his Maieſties charge, and agaiaſt 
the will and command of his Highneſſe 
Counſell ofthis Kingdome, and notwith- 


ſtanding of the diſaſlenting ot his Maieſties 


Commulsioner; much lefie the keeping of 
that petty Conuenticle in the towne of fo 
berdene that ſecond ot luly laſt paſt, is not 
any head of Religion , matter of Herefie, 

F 2 Exconmm 
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Excommunication or efſentiall Cenſure 
whatſocuer; and fo being no way vnder 
that limitation, muſt of all neceſsitie come 
vnder the generalitic of the tormer Statute 
inthe 84. and they muſt haue incurred the 
paine of Treaſon tor declining the Coun- 
ſailes Iudgement, being called to their an« 
{were vypan their contempt. And likewiſe 
in that ſame very clauſe ot interpretation of 
the former Ate, howeuer it is declared that 
the layd Statute ſhall no way make deroga« 
tion tothe Priuiledge that the office bearers 
in the Church haue giuen them concernin 
Religion, Herefie and gther Eccleſiatticall 
39 24 (wherein his Maieſtie will be euer 
farre from the aſſuming vnto himſelte any 
Papall and tyrannicall Authoritie ouer the 
expreſle word of God) Yetdoeth not that 
clauſe inferre ſuch a Pruatiue of his Maics 
ties Souereigntie, as may denude him of 
that lawfull power which Chriſtan Kings 
haue ouer theChurches that are withintheir 
dominions. The matter going to the triall 
of an Afviſe, theſe ſixe are tound guiky of 
high treaſon, and returned to thes ſeucrall 
priſons. 
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ons.' And therfore as hereby thus proud! 
[nn aud rey, this ſmall - 
handtull of miniſterie (to the very great 
gricte and ſorowe of all the well diſpoled of 
that proteſsion in this kingdome ) 1s clerely | 
and truely ſet downe (har the ignorance 
thereof ſhould notbe the occaſion of nul- 
taking by any,of the moſtiuſt and neceſla- 
ry cauſes enforcing this hard proceeding A- 
gainſt them) ſo are the ſaid wiltull and ob- 
ttinate perſons to be left totheir maſt puniſh- 
ment for their deſerts, whereunto they haue 
molt conteutioully conſtrained his Maie- 
ſtie, andin a maner extorted the ſame a+ 
gainlt tus wall, | 

And neuertheleſle fince there' is5NO coN- 
rempt whatloeuer , but hath the owne ta- 
uourers , no folly but by ſome patroniſed 
and lowed; = chat vpou vaine curiolitie 
( norwithſtanding of their knowledge to 
the contrary ) ſome will notſticke to main- 
taine Paradoxes and defend abſurdities, 
which (howſoeuer in matters friuolous and 
of no moment might be ouerſlipt 8 not re- 


garded)) yet in ſuch matters concerning his 
F 3 Maicities 
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Maieſties royall Auctornie , and the excu- 
{ing or iuſtitying of high and proud con- 
tempts by any fort or ranke ot perſons,ſo 
farre ſhoulf wee of his Highneſle counſell 
(in our duety and alleageance to our Prince 
and Souereigne ) bee from any ſort of care- 
leineſle or negligence, as hereby wee haue 
thought meetero fignifie his Maieſties fpe= 
ciall pleafureand wil,thathe doeth [treight= 
ly command & charge all his Highnes ſub- 
iefts of this| his Kingdome( of whatfocuer 
ranke, place, calling , function or condition 
they be ) thatnone of them preſume to take 
vpon them, either in publique or priuate,to 
murmure or call in queſtion in any ſort, this 
his Maieſties prerogatiue , and auctoritic 
Royall, or the: lawtulnes of this proceeding 
againſt the faid Miniſters, or any way to 
make conſtructions , or to mis-interprete 
rhataQte ot Parliament of the yeere 1584. 
concerning the declining of his Maicſties 
and his Counſels tudgment, otherwiſe then 
the ſame is made cleare and manifeſt b 
this preſent deciſion of the Tuſtice in the tri- 
all ofthe ſaid Muulters, with certification to 
them 
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" them that ſhall contrauene the ſame, that 
they ſhalbe really puniſhed in the qualitie 
of ſeditious perſons, and wiltull contemners 
of his Maietties moſt iult and lawtull _ 
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